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Dear Parents, 
 
Last night our School Council completed the draft Strategic Plan to send to the 
Department of Education and Early Childhood Development. The Strategic Plan will 
provide guidance and direction for our school over the next four years, 
All schools must develop this plan in accordance with their School Review. It is firmly 
based on data and is framed to ensure that our children are engaged in their learning and 
achieve success. Our schoolôs main thrust is to improve outcomes in numeracy and in 
literacy. In the latter we will have a focus on reading for meaning. This does not mean that 
our children will be obliged to sit in orderly rows and endure a series of chalk and talk from 
the teachers. Our aim is to engage children in their learning to stimulate their sense of 
discovery and to inspire them to be life-long learners. Our instruction will be a balance of 
focussed teaching and real life problem solving that will be integrated into every aspect of 
the curriculum. The teachers will also be engaged in delivering instruction in a consistent 
way and we will continue to use evidence and data to inform us about the progress of 
every child.  
In 2010 I want to ensure that we continue to challenge our children to do their best and to 
support the teachers so that they can have focused uninterrupted teaching time for literacy 
and numeracy and for our children to enjoy a balanced curriculum. Our children need a 
range of stimulating programs; physically, mentally, socially and artistically.  Our school is 
not about an óend-product.ô We want our children to be happy now as well as create 
opportunities for the future. There are some activities, however, we have traditionally 
undertaken that may need to be redefined or changed in tune with our changing 
demographics. 
Many parents have approached me and asked me why we offer swimming when so many 
of our children have private lessons. A number of children have not attended the 
swimming sessions for this reason and the teachers are frustrated in that very little literacy, 
numeracy or integrated studies can be taken during the swimming days as the children are 
exhausted -or there is simply not enough time. It may be that we keep some grades or 
levels swimming or that we change the program entirely. I want us to do this in an 
informed way, so would like your input to guide us in this process. 
Please fill in the very simple survey you will find on the back of this page and return to 
school by Friday 14th November. 
 
Best wishes  
 
 
Julie  

 
 

 

School Banking  

 
 

Every Tuesday 

 

 

Prep Transition Days  

 

 

Tuesday 17th and Thursday 

19th November 

APPS Sports Day  Friday 20th November JSC Disco Thursday 26th November 

School Christmas 

Concert  
Thursday 10th December Last Day of Term  Friday 18th December 

Albert Park Herald  
 Thursday 5th November 2009 

Principalõs Report 



 
 
 
 
Name of Child/Children:       Grade/s: 
 
 
 
Does your child/children attend swimming lessons out-side of school?   
 
 
 
 
 If no, have they ever attended swimming lessons? 
 
 
 
 
 
If they have attended swimming lessons but no longer do, at what age did your 
child/children discontinue the lessons? 
 
 
 
 
 
Any comments? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

The Senior Camp for 2010 is a 4 Day Living History tour of Ballarat and Bendigo for Grades 5 & 6 
from 20th to 23rd April 2010.   
In mid October, a letter with the tour itinerary was sent home asking parents to indicate that their 
child would be attending by completing the form and returning to the office by Friday 6th 
November.  
To date, less than half the families have responded.  In order to go ahead with the final planning 
and booking of accommodation we require a $50 non-refundable deposit to be made now to 
confirm your childôs place.  This camp will take place in the 2nd week of Term 2; final payment 
should be made by Friday 26th March 2010 (last day of term 1).  Parents are able to make regular 
payments during term 4 2009 and term 1, 2010. 
 

``````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````` 
 

 
Introduction of the Victorian Student Number  
 

Our school is working with the Department of Education and Early Childhood Development to 
allocate a Victorian Student Number (VSN) to each student at the school.  
The VSN is a student identification number that is being assigned to all students in government 
and non-government schools, and students in Vocational Education and Training Institutions. The 
number, which is unique to each student, will be used as a key identifier on a studentôs school 
records, and will remain with the student throughout his or her education, until reaching the age of 
25. The VSN is nine digits long, randomly assigned, and tied to stable information about the 
student (name, gender, date of birth).  
The introduction of the Victorian Student Number will provide the capability to accurately detect 
patterns of student movement through, and departure from, the Victorian education and training 
system. It will greatly improve the collection and analysis of timely and accurate data about 
education in Victoria. The Department collects information to track improvements made to the 
education system, identify areas that require further improvement, and to analyse trends and 
identify future needs. The VSN will improve the accuracy, reliability and completeness of this 
information, providing a better basis for assessing needs and developing policies to meet them.  
You will see the VSN appear on student report cards, enrolment confirmations, and exit 
confirmations.  
If you want to know more about the VSN please see 
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/management/governance/vsn/overview.htm  
 

 
 
 
 
For 2010, the annual CPI increase will take the Education Maintenance Allowance paid to 
parents/guardians of primary students from $221 to $225 and for parents/guardians of secondary 
students from $443 to $450. 
 
To be eligible for receipt of the EMA, the claimant must; 
(a) be a parent or guardian of a primary or secondary school student up to the age of sixteen, 

and 
(b) hold a current Centrelink Pensioner Concession or Health Care Benefit Card, or a 

Veterans Affairs (TPI) Pensioner Card, or be a foster parent, and 
(c) submit their application to the school by the due date. 
 
 
The eligibility criteria must be met as at the first day of term 1 for the first payment and the first 
day of term 3 for the second payment. Any applications based on Centrelink payments that are not 
income tested (e.g. Carer Allowance, formerly Child Disability Allowance, Mobility Allowance and 
Remote Area Allowance) are not eligible unless the claimant, in their own name, complies with 
point (b) above.  
 
Application forms are now available from the school office.  Applications can be accepted 
by the school once the relevant card is sighted.       
 

VSN ð Victorian Student Number  
 

EMA  
 

Senior Camp 2010  
 

http://www.education.vic.gov.au/management/governance/vsn/overview.htm


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION FOR ALL SOUTHPORT BASKETBALL TEAMS. 
 
As the Southport Basketball Club season draws to a close, it is timely to encourage parents who would like 
their children to play basketball to start thinking about establishing teams for next year. 
 
The Southport Basketball Club is run by volunteers and is made up of teams from Grade 3 right through to 
Secondary school. All teams play on Saturday afternoons at MSAC in the Port Phillip Basketball Association 
Competition. The Club provides team singlets, registration forms and insurance forms for each team. 
 
Any new team should be made up of children from Grade 3 to Grade 6 and have up to 8 players. Each team 
also needs a coach and a manager (ie. A parent or older sibling) who must have a Working With Children 
Certificate if they are over 18 years of age. This certificate can be obtained from the Post Office. 
 
The basketball season begins in April 2010 and we will be registering teams who wish to play for the 
Southport Basketball Club early next year. 
 
If you have any queries or would like more information on how to establish a new team, please contact Sally 
Roxon on 0417 016 388 or Leigh Welsh on 0433 135 828 

Principalõs Award Winners  

2nd November 2009 

Southport Basketball  

27th October 2009 

Congratulations to these students who 
have been selected to play in the 
Melbourne Tigers Junior Rep Team. 

Congratulations also to these students 
who made it through to the grand final 
of the Hooptime Regional Finals. 



 

 

 

 
 

The first debate for Term 4 attracted a capacity audience last Tuesday. The topic, óThat fashion 
makes a victim of us allô, had been well researched by both the affirmative and negative teams and 
careful thought and thorough preparation was obvious to all of those who attended.  
Denise Zuo (first speaker), Aislinge Samuel (second speaker) and Sebastian Costelloe (third 
speaker) argued the affirmative case and Harry Norman (first speaker), Rose Freemantle (second 
speaker) and Sinead Mulcahy (third speaker) spoke convincingly for the negative team. 
Three years of debating at Albert Park Primary School had never produced a draw until Tuesday 
when the adjudicator, James Omond added both teamsô scores to find them equal with 229 points 
each. Sinead Mulcahy was named óBest Speakerô with a score of 88 points. Sebastian Costelloe is 
also to be congratulated. He has made amazing progress as a debater this year and earned a well 
deserved score of 82 points. 
Both debating teams were appreciative that James Omond and James Freemantle gave their time 
to assist them and to Issy Lauritz and Emma Rossignol for acting as timekeeper and chairperson. 
 
Ros Plowright 
 
Debating Co-ordinator 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

TERM 4 CHRISTMAS CARD FUNDRAISER! 
As our schoolôs term 4 fundraiser, students are designing Christmas card illustrations in their Art 
classes. Parents have the opportunity to purchase packs of printed Christmas cards with their own 
childôs design on the front and their name and year level on the back. If you are interested in 
purchasing packs of cards that have been ñspecially designedò, please refer to the handout with 
this newsletter. Please note, if no orders are received for your childôs card artwork, then it will not 
be printed as a card, so get in early. Our school receives $3 from each packet of cards sold. 
Please return all orders and payment to the front office in a labelled envelope by FRIDAY 
NOVEMBER 20TH. 
P.S. Siblings not attending this school can design cards to be printed too! If you wish for younger 
or older siblings to have their artwork printed as cards, please see Chris in the Art room for a 
design sheet. 
  

 

 

*** REMINDER  ***  
 

Christmas Food Appeal for Southport Uniting Care  

 

Please place non-perishable food items in the boxes located in each classroom. 

Debating News  

Christmas Card Fundraiser  



 
 
 

 

 

Start training! On  Friday  the  20 November , Albert Park Primar y will be having a 

whole school sports day.  
The children will compete in athletic events for their designated houses:  Blue, Red, 
Green or Gold.  
The big event will be taking place at Lagoon Oval, Port Melbourne. The students will 
need to come to school wea ring appropriate sporting attire, including footwear, in 
their designated house colour. On the day there will be NO TUCKSHOP , so students 
will need to bring recess, lunch and a drink in a named throw away container.  Lunch is 
between 12.00 and 12.30.  
 

On th e day we will need plenty of parental support,  so everyone can have a chance 

to watch their children in action and enjoy the day.  
 Please indicate on the form below what areas you can assist with and return it to 
school.  
 
See you all there!  
John  
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 
 
 
Parent Helperõs name:______________________ 
 
My childõs full name:  ____________________Childõs Grade:______ 
 

Contact phone number: ____________________ 
 
I would love to assist with the APPS Sports Day!!!  
 
I am able to assist in the following areas:  
 

setting up equipment (tents, flags, sporting equipment) at  Lagoon Oval 
before school  

 
 assisting with running of events (scoring, marshalling,  handing out ribbons) 
between these times (please indicat e): 

 
10:00 ð 11:00______                 11:00 ð 12:00_______    
12:30 ð 1:30 ______                  1:30 ð 2:00   _______  

             
     first aid (must have current first aid certificate or equivalent)  

 
               
 

packing up and returning eq uipment to APPS  
 
 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 

Ride2School- Working to get more students walking and riding to school more often 
 
Riding to school has benefits in the classroom 
Riding and walking to school improves concentration in class, like all physical activity. A Principal has 
told Ride2School that students who ride or walk to school arrive at school óexercised and socialised and 
ready to settle down to learningô. 
 

To find out more about riding to school go to www.ride2school.com.au  
 
 

Our Breakfast on Walk to School Day was a fantastic 
success!  It was great to see so many people 
enjoying the atmosphere and a bite to eat after a 
lovely healthy walk to school.    
The day was made possible by our wonderful 
staff and parents, as well as local traders who are always extremely 
supportive of our active travel events.  Special thanks must go to our 
wonderful band of parent helpers, including those who asked how they 

could help and those who just showed up on the morning to help with ǘƘŜ ōǊŜŀƪŦŀǎǘΦ  LΩƳ ǎǳǊŜ ȅƻǳ 
ǎŀǿ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƘŜǊŜΗ  ¸ƻǳ Ƴŀȅ ƴƻǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǎŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ ƳŜǎǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀŦŦǊƻƻƳΣ ƻǊ ŀǘ !ƳŀƴŘŀΩǎ ƘƻǳǎŜ ƻǊ ǘƘŜ 
hǿŜƴΩǎ ƘƻǳǎŜƘƻƭŘΣ ōǳǘ ŀ huge thanks to Melinda Prins, Chris Owen and Amanda for making the 
lovely pancakes we all enjoyed. Thanks to all the staff who pitched 
ƛƴ ŀƴŘ ƳŀŘŜ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎ Ǝƻ ǎƻ ǎƳƻƻǘƘƭȅΗ !ǎ ǳǎǳŀƭΣ .ǊǳƳōȅΩǎ {ƻǳǘƘ 

Melbourne were supportive of our active travel 
breakfast by donating the fruit bread for those 
ǿƘƻ ǿŜǊŜƴΩǘ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ Ŝŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǇŀƴŎŀƪŜǎΣ ǎƻ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǘƘŜ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎŜǎ who 
support our community and the environment.  The City of Port Phillip has also 
supported our active travel efforts this year by assisting the funding our 
breakfasts.  So thank you to our community partners!  

 

Congratulations to Prep Jane who improved their active travel the most on Walk to School Day ς it 
was a very tough competition! 
 

Colouring competition 
If you are entering the competition, please give me your entries by tomorrow at lunch 

(Friday) as the winner will be announced on Monday at assembly. 
 
 

HELP!  

On Monday, we will be announcing the winners of the two bikes we have in boxes in our foyer.  
 

If there are any handy, mechanically minded parents or friends who could help Bridey to set up 
the bikes ready to give away to two very deserving year 6 students, could they please speak to 
Bridey in the yard this afternoon (Thursday) or drop in on Friday. 

 
The longest tandem or "bicycle built for two" ever made was actually for thirty-five.  

It is almost 67 feet long and weighs about as much as a Volkswagen.  

Active Travel News  

http://www.ride2school.com.au/

