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The Albert Park News

Welcome to the Albert Park News!
A showcase of events and news across the whole school community.
We also have Konnective for day to day notifications, the Parent Classroom
Reps emails for class specific and general social and fundraising news and
you can follow your student’s classroom activities via Seesaw! The website
calendar is another way to keep up to date with up-coming events.

School Vision Statement:
We are a unique village community,
becoming life-long learners with
high expectations.

Important dates:
Tuesday 10 March – 4.00pm
School council ballot closes and
election result declared
Monday 23 March
School Photo Day Wednesday 24 March – 2pm-7pm
Parent Teacher Interviews – booking
via Schoolinterviews.com.au
Friday 27 March – 2.30pm
Last day of term – 2.30 finish
Tuesday 14 April
Start term 2 (Monday – Easter)
KONNECTIVE: All parents wishing to receive
notification of school events and alerts
should now be signed up to Konnective via
the smartphone App. Remember to answer
yes to push notifications.

Be Kind and Fair

Act Safely

If you are not receiving communications from any of these sources
please contact the office for help.

A Message from our Principal
Dear parents and carers,
Congratulations to Jo and her Fete Fundraising Team – what a
spectacular fair!
Our key organisers worked hard beforehand to
organise a fete that was fun, friendly, welcoming and had a lot of great
stalls, rides and events to entertain and suit everyone. Walking around
on Saturday, there were so many families and visitors attending and it
was wonderful to see such happy faces.
An enormous thank you to everyone who spent hours before the fete;
volunteered (many of you for many hours and on more than one stall)
and/or donated - to the stalls, the hampers, the raffle, the auctions and
many, many more generous ways that made it such a fabulous fete.
From the small to the large, it was all greatly appreciated!
It was lovely to see our major sponsors, Warwick and his team from Greg
Hocking Holdsworth, at the fete whose generosity is very much
appreciated. Thank you to Martin Foley, our local MP, for donating a
bike and for being a good sport at the Dunk Tank; two more bike
donations - Paul Chiodo of PSI Cycles (school family) and Trek Bikes in
Bays Street; and Sandii Pink of TravelManagers, another of our generous
families, for the Vanuatu accommodation package.
The amount raised was approximately $54,000! Final figures will be
made available shortly. Thank you!!!!! A truly amazing amount!

Respect Everyone’s Rights

One Voice at a Time

Keep Trying
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Fundraising short term goal – Improve the quiet play area near the
library – storage; seats and more equipment
Fundraising long term goal – Upgrade the basketball court
Our leadership assembly last Monday was a great introduction to our
new Grade 6 School Leaders for 2020. To be selected for a leadership
role, each student wrote and delivered a speech about what makes a
good leader, their strengths and talents – what they can bring to the role
and a commitment to making APPS the best place to learn and thrive.
Grade 6 teachers, Sue, Eric and I had the privilege of listening to their
speeches over two days. The students then voted for candidates they
thought would lead the school well. We are pleased to introduce you, in
this newsletter, to the first of our school leaders for 2020, our four School
Leaders - Jack, Anna, Quincy and Charlie. Please take the time to read the
bio that each of them has prepared for you.
The Grade 5 camp to Ballarat was a huge success. Such a rich learning
experience for our students and the opportunity to strike it rich! The
students had an amazing time and were fabulous representatives of
APPS. An exhausted but happy bunch returned home safely on the
Friday. A big thank you to our staff who organised and gave their time
generously.
Grade 5 have continued to benefit from this experience back in the
classroom.
Their inquiry unit, ‘Digging for Answers’ links across the
curriculum including, literacy, history and throughout this unit they are
also using skills of collaboration; good communication; evaluation and
organisational skills.
In Grade 4 they are learning about ‘Reading is Thinking’ – the first skill
they are developing asking questions as they read to deepen the
comprehension of what they’re reading. The unit of work is centred
around the book, ‘Wonder’ by R. J. Palacio. As part of this unit of work,
students are also reflecting and learning about being the Best Version of
Me. Recognising strengths, talents and skills they want to acknowledge
and to keep developing.
Grade 2 are writing narratives and learning how to include a beginning,
middle (problem), resolution and end. ‘Healthy Me’ is their inquiry unit
this term and will support children learning how to keep themselves
healthy in mind and body. All our inquiry units of work are developed to
promote independent thought and responsibility as part of our students’
development in becoming confident decision makers and healthy young
people.
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UPCOMING EVENTS
School Photo Day
Monday 23 March
Order envelopes will be sent home
soon.
PHOTO ORDER INSTRUCTIONS

Parent Teacher Interviews
Tuesday 24 March 2pm – 7pm
This is a brief 10 minute
appointment with your
child’s
teacher
–
an
opportunity for you to tell
the
teacher
anything
important about your child
and the teacher will
provide information about
how your child is operating
in the new grade level.
Bookings via:
www.schoolinterviews.com.au
You will be advised the login code
closer to the event.

Last Day of Term
Students are invited to wear casual
clothes on the last day of each term
– school finishes at 2.30pm

Start Term 2
Tuesday 14 April

Grade 4 Camp Rumbug
Wednesday 6 to Friday 8 May

CURRICULUM/PUPIL FREE
DAYS 2020

Congratulations to all our students who took part in the swimming trials
at the local level and district level. Another example of our students
showing their ‘best version’ of themselves. Five of our students will be
competing in the area division swimming trials this coming Friday and we
wish them luck.

Students lead conferences
Thursday 6 August from 4pm –
Friday 7 August 2020 from 8am
– no students at school except for
their allocated conference time

Have an enjoyable long weekend! It’s looking likely to be a lovely one.

Monday 10 August 2020

Katrina

Friday 23 October 2020
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STUDENTS SUPPORT VISITORS TO THE SCHOOL
Last week we had 28 parents undertake

our Parents as Helpers program that
was led by Amanda and Sue.
These parents were trained in aspects
of
our
literacy
program
and
confidentiality. Once their Working With
Children Check is registered at the
office, these parents are eligible to
support the classroom programs.
All parents with a valid WWCC are able
to assist with excursions and other
events involving the children.
We really appreciate the amazing
parent involvement and support at this
school.
We also have a number of allied health
professionals that work with individual
students such as speech therapists,
occupational therapists, psychologists
and
physiotherapists.
These
professionals are externally funded
must
meet the
Department
of
Education and Training Child Safe
Standards and Legal requirements.
As you are aware, we have a very limited
number of rooms including withdrawal
spaces at APPS and therefore we can
only accommodate a very limited
number of these professionals.
We encourage that allied health services
are conducted out of school hours if
possible so that parents can participate
in and support the program with followup strategies/practice in the home.
However if your child does have
additional
needs
that
require
professional external support during
class hours, please contact the office to
arrange an initial meeting with
leadership rather than the classroom
teacher. A meeting will be arranged to
ensure that DET requirements are met
and that an individual learning plan is
developed to ensure the best outcome
for your child in the classroom.
If you are engaging a tutor to support
your child with home learning, DET also
strongly recommends that you ensure
that they meet the requirements of
Child Safe Standards and have
appropriate
qualifications
and
insurance.
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Introducing Our School Leaders
Over the coming newsletters we will be introducing our school student
leaders who were elected at the start of the school year and announced
to the community at last week’s special assembly.
This week we introduce our four School Leaders:

Quincy, Jack, Anna and Charlie
Jack
I am really honoured and excited to be school leader for 2020. I am
looking forward to judging APPS Has Got Talent and working with Katrina
to improve the school. I would also like to help younger kids with their
programs and their well-being. Along with my fellow school leaders, I will
try to make 2020 the best year ever. I will also follow Katrina's footsteps
in displaying kindness. I am really excited to be school leader for 2020!
Anna
I'm looking forward to the responsibilities and things I´ll get to do for the
school to help my peers. I will be an amazing role model and will be able
to encourage people to follow the Albert Park way and the dispositions.
I'm so excited to be a school leader in 2020!

SCHOOL COUNCIL ELECTION 2020
Quincy
I'm very honoured to be a school leader this year and to work with my
peers and other school leaders. I look forward to improving and making
new changes to our school. As a year six student, I will be a great role
model and I will teach the rest of the school some new things about the
Albert Park Way. I can't wait to be working with this fantastic school in
2020!
Charlie
I am really excited to be a school leader for 2020 because I'd like to help
improve the school and the experience of students and teachers. I'm also
excited to help judge APPS Has Got Talent! One idea I have is to continue
to teach the younger years about the importance of being kind because I
believe it is an important life skill and it is a part of the Albert Park Way.
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INTRODUCING COMPASS!
Goodbye to this…

Welcome to this…

From Monday, 02 March 2020, all visitors to Albert Park Primary School will be asked to use the COMPASS Kiosk
opposite the school office window to sign in. This includes parent helpers and tradespeople. When logging in,
remember to nominate the staff member you will be working with. A visitor pass is printed and handed to the office
staff who will give you the relevant lanyard. This is to be displayed when moving around the school grounds to
indicate that you are an approved visitor to the school. The lanyard is to be returned to the office and the person
must sign out via the COMPASS Kiosk.
The COMPASS Kiosk is also used to print late arrival and early departure slips. These must be printed and taken by
your child and given to their teacher for late arrivals. When collecting your child for an early departure
parents/carers use the kiosk to print an early departure slip. These slips must be handed to the teacher when
collecting your child.
Whole day absences will still need to be reported to the office via the dedicated phone line or email until the
Compass parent portal is available in term 2.
Remember, students are expected to arrive in time for school to start promptly at 9.00am. If you arrive after 9.00
am, please make sure you use the COMPASS Kiosk to sign your child in as a late arrival.
If collecting a child for early departure, log in to the COMPASS Kiosk and fill in the details for an early departure.
This prints a departure slip that must be handed over to your child’s classroom teacher when you go to pick them
up.
From term 2 the COMPASS Parent Portal will be accessible. Using our Parent Portal you will be able to:
 View up-to-date class and school attendance information
 Approve or enter upcoming or past absences for your son/daughter
 Update your registered email and mobile number (used for SMS alerts) details
From term 2 we will be rolling out the following:
 Download, print and approve upcoming excursions
 Access information regarding upcoming events and news
 Read the newsletter as it is released fortnightly, and also have the ability to view previous newsletter from
across the current school year
 Book your Term 3 Parent/Student/Teacher conferences (when available)
Accessing Compass
Compass is a web-based system that is accessible on any modern web browser or by using the ‘Compass School
Manager’ app available for IOS and Android smartphones.
Towards the end of this term, each family will receive a letter with your individual login details. Please follow the
instructions regarding first login, requiring you to change your temporary password and to confirm email and
phone number.
GETTING READY - Follow this link to the PARENT INFORMATION BROCHURE
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IMPORTANT REMINDER

INFORMATION

We all need to WASH OUR HANDS!

Grade 6 Canberra Camp
The Grade 6 students from our
school have recently undertaken an
education tour of the national
capital. Students were given the
opportunity to participate in a
variety of educational programs
with a focus on Australia’s history,
culture, heritage and democracy.
The
Australian
Government
recognises the importance of all
young Australians being able to visit
the national capital as part of their
Civics and Citizenship education. To
assist families in meeting the cost of
the excursion the Australian
Government is contributing funding
of $30 per student under the
Parliament and Civics Education
Rebate program towards those
costs. The rebate is paid directly to
the school upon completion of the
excursion.

SCHOOL COUNCIL ELECTION
Voting has opened for School Council Election for APPS.
There are seven nominees for five positions. Ensure that you only mark
against five candidates.
YOUR VOTE WILL BE INVALID IF YOU VOTE FOR MORE THAN FIVE
CANDIDATES.
The ballot box is in the school office or via this LINK - your vote must be
registered in the Ballot Register.
CANDIDATE BLURBS

Our students with Josh Burns, our
local member of parliament

Hard copy of the ballot paper available from the school office.
INSTRUCTIONS:
To cast your vote, you must:




HOMEWORK POLICY

Either

The current school policy is
published on the school website.
As part of the work of the Education
Subcommittee of School Council,
this policy will be reviewed in 2020.
If you would like to offer any
feedback on current policy and
practice, then please send an email
to the school account with
Homework Policy in the subject line.

Or

APPS Homework Policy

Make a clear mark against the name of the candidates (ENSURE
ONLY FIVE CANDIDATES)
Place the completed ballot paper in a blank envelope and

(a) Place the ballot paper envelope in an envelope with the voter’s
name and address on the back and deliver it to the school office to
receive and register votes, or, post it to reach the Principal, before
closure of the ballot at 4.00pm on Tuesday 10 March 2020
(b) Between 8.30am and 4.00pm on any school day, including the day
of closure of the ballot, place the envelope containing the
completed ballot paper in the ballot box and have the voter’s name
and address recorded in the register of voters.
This is to ensure that there is only ONE vote per person.
All votes must be received by 4.00pm on Tuesday 10 March.
Votes will be counted and results declared by Friday 13 March 2020.
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Planning to sell or lease your home in 2020?

PROUD SPONSORS OF ALBERT PARK PRIMARY

As proud sponsors of Albert Park Primary School, Greg
Hocking Holdsworth donates 10% of every sale fee & $500
of the leasing fee, back to the school in support of our
community.

Call Albert Park office 8644 5500

Armstrong Street Medical Centre, Middle Park
Our practice offers a range of health care providers including GPs, a
clinical psychologist, a dietitian and diabetic educator, a podiatrist,
an audiology and pathology collection.
General Practitioners: Dr Jo-Anne Zappia, Dr Alison Richards, Dr
Kelly-Anne Garnier, Dr Jonathan David, Dr Noel Leon
Clinical Psychologist: Dr Kate Cain (adolescents and adults)
Phone bookings can be made by contacting a medical receptionist
on 9699 4333.
Online
bookings
can
be
made
on
www.armstrongstreetmedicalcentre.com.au
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website

BE OUR GUEST for kids & parents of APPS
Hello Neighbour : )
Our gift to you is a GAP FREE initial visit with us (worth $250).
We check everything; teeth, gums, diet & what lights your family up!
Here’s what you get:
- Real information that you can’t get from Dr. Google
- Heart to heart chat about your families mouth & teeth
- Top skills from our expert all-female team
- Access to our incredible technology & diagnostics
- As many answers as you have questions
- An unforgettably delightful experience
- Use your health fund for a gap-free visit! No fund, call us!
We do dentistry differently, BOOK IN by calling 9646 1599

Mini Dreamers, 5-7 Yrs- 30th & 31st March
Over two days your children will dream big, learn how to be resilient,
overcome obstacles and more!
Change Makers, 8-13 Yrs- 1st & 2nd April
Led by Australia's best social entrepreneurs, your child will work in
teams to solve a global problem, learn how to have an impact and
change the world!
Limited tickets, book
today https://www.projectgenz.com.au/holidaybootcamps

I am very excited to announce a new partnership with the City of Port Phillip and their
fantastic Sport Phillip community fitness initiative.
Every Saturday in March at 8am, I will run a Family Basketball session at South Melbourne
PS. This program will run for 4 weeks.
The goal of those sessions is first and foremost to use basketball as a vehicle to encourage
parents and children to exercise together, and also to expand the understanding of
basketball for parents of young basketball players, while having a tonne of fun in the process.
Those drop in sessions will be based around skills acquisition, competitive drills and
matches.
Bookings are managed by the City of Port Phillip and are essential as places are limited to 15
players per session. And the best part, it only costs $5 per family!
More information and contact details are provided below.
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