15 November 2019

The Albert Park News

Welcome to the Albert Park News!
A showcase of events and news across the whole school community.
We also have Konnective for day to day notifications, the Parent Classroom
Reps emails for class specific and general social and fundraising news and
you can follow your student’s classroom activities via Seesaw! The website
calendar is another way to keep up to date with up-coming events.

School Vision Statement:
We are a unique village community,
becoming life-long learners with
high expectations.

Important dates:
Tuesday 19 November – Parent
Forum Meeting
Thursday 28 November – Prep 2020
Parent Info Night
Friday 29 November – Thank you
Breakfast for our Volunteers
Tuesday 10 December – ‘Up Day’
Monday 16 December – Grade 6
Graduation
Tuesday 17 December – School
Concert
Friday 20 December – Last day of
school for 2019
KONNECTIVE: All parents wishing to receive
notification of school events and alerts
should now be signed up to Konnective via
the smartphone App. Remember to answer
yes to push notifications.

Be Kind and Fair

Act Safely

If you are not receiving communications from any of these sources
please contact the office for help.

A MESSAGE FROM OUR PRINCIPAL
Dear Parents,
What a treat! We met our 2020 Preps and parents at the first transition
session this week. Our Grade 6 leaders were wonderful in their support
as guides and helpers. They provided a warm welcome to our school welcoming as well as demonstrating what fabulous leaders we have.
The new Preps will have 2 more sessions with us to help with their
transition to ‘big school’ next year.
Speaking of Preps – I have seen some fantastic writing this week from
our Preps. They have been learning the structure of a fairy tale and
have just begun to write their own. I’ve seen some wonderfully creative
versions, many of which have included themselves as central
characters. Looking back at how far they have come this year in their
learning and their confidence has been wonderful to see and is
testament to the hard work of our Prep staff and the wonderful support
they have at home.
Last Thursday Preps to grade 4 took part in the Music Count Us In
event. Count Us In is a massive program organised by Music Australia
each year. Across all of Australia, school children sing a specially
composed song at the same time (local time) same day. Last year over

Respect Everyone’s Rights

One Voice at a Time

Keep Trying
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700,000 kids sang. This must be the largest music event in the world.
APPS students learned the song ‘We are’ (it can be found on YouTube)
and were joined by KidKo teachers and some of the choir members
from APC (Albert Park College). It was uplifting to hear all the children
sing so beautifully.
School Council and APPS staff are looking forward to thanking all our
amazing volunteers at the Thank You Breakfast on 29th November.
Please put the date in the diary if you have volunteered in any capacity
throughout the school year.
Your support and help has been
invaluable and we would very much like the opportunity to say so in
person.
Next Parent Forum meeting will be: next week on Tuesday 19th
November at 7:00pm – 8.00pm. Values, Vision and Goals for 2020.
We hope to see you there.

Katrina

AUSTRALIAN MATHEMATICS COMPETITION 2020
Albert Park Primary School had 132 students who participated in the
Australian Mathematics Competition in 2019. The competition is open
to students in years 3 – 6, with two divisions Middle Primary for years
3 & 4, Upper Primary for years 5 & 6. It was particularly good to see
more girls in year 3 and year 6 participating this year, compared to
previous years. We are very proud of all the children who had a go and
lived the Albert Park Way of “Keep Trying”. What a great example they
set.
Children all receive a certificate and their individual results. Certificates
of merit are awarded as follows, based on all participants from the
state:
 Prize: Top 0.3%
 High Distinction: Top 3%
 Distinction: Top 20%
 Credit: Top 55%
Children who do not receive an award of merit receive a proficiency
certificate or participation certificate.
Of the 132 who participated our results are:
 1 Prize
 1 High Distinction
 32 Distinction
 60 Credit
 31 Proficiency
 7 Participation
There is also a Best in School Certificate, which this year is awarded to
Owen S. in grade three. In fact, Owen is one of the top three boys in
Victoria in grade 3 and is attending a special awards ceremony in the
evening as a result.
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UPCOMING EVENTS
PREP 2020 TRANSITION
SESSIONS
Tuesday 19 November 2.15 – 3.15
Tuesday 26 November 2.15 – 3.15
Information session for Parents
Thursday 28 November 6.30pm
(Unfortunately, we cannot cater for
children at this event).

PARENT FORUM
Tuesday 19 November – 7 – 8 PM
Values, Vision and Goals for 2020

THANK YOU BREAKFAST for
our VOLUNTEERS
Friday 29 November – 8.00am
School Council and APPS staff wish
to invite all school volunteers to say
a huge thank you for your support
this year.

BAY STREET FESTIVAL Friday
29 November from 5.30pm: join
us on Bay Street Port Melbourne, to
hear performances from many
choirs and instrumentalists.
Gr2 choir and the APPS Senior
choir will perform.
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UPCOMING EVENTS
CURRICULUM DAYS - 2020
Wednesday 29 January 2020
Students lead conferences
Thursday 6 August from 4pm –
Friday 7 August 2020 from 8am –
no students at school except for
their allocated conference time

Monday 10 August 2020
Friday 23 October 2020
START OF SCHOOL YEAR 2020
Students in grades 1 to 6 will start
school on Thursday 30 January
Prep Students will start school on
Friday 31 January – 9.00 to 2.30

UP DAY
Tuesday 10 December
This is the day when children go into
the class they will be in next year.
Also a chance for students who will
be new to the school in 2020, to
meet new classmates.

GRADE 6 GRADUATION
Monday 16 December

SCHOOL CONCERT
Tuesday 17 December
(Wednesday 18 December- Backup
date if the weather does not permit
an outdoor event)

The Albert Park News

FROM SCHOOL COUNCIL
WE NEED YOU (please )……….
Make a difference – volunteer, socialise, raise money…
School Council are looking for a community member to join us to lead and
oversee the fundraising sub-committee for 2020. This is important
work that has made a difference to the lives of our children over the
years. The role is a voluntary one.
It is an opportunity to work collaboratively with members of the school
community and is a role that involves important links and communication
between the school community, community at large and school in line
with Department of Education & Training expectations and guidelines.
Lots of support and guidance will be available along the way.
The School Council Fundraising sub-committee leader has had a big
impact in working alongside each fundraising event sub-committee. They
help to support events that have brought the community together to
raise funds for the school that has enabled our children access to things
like Chromebook laptops; technology and playground improvements to
name a few. Without these important fundraising events, these large
projects would have not happened.
We would love to hear from you if you are even slightly interested in
finding out more.
Please see Katrina or Andrew Wilson (SC President) or Allison Curnow –
contact can also be made via the school office if you are not able to find
us.
Would you be interested in getting involved in an event subcommittee?
As children grow older and people move on we are on the lookout for new
members to join our sub-committees to help run, support and organise
our fantastic events for 2020. Please get in touch. We would love to hear
from you!
albert.park.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au or Phone 9699 9090

GRADE 6 ADVENTURE PARK
EXCURSION
Wednesday 18 December
8.45am to 3.30pm

LAST DAY OF TERM/YEAR
Friday 20 December – 1.30 finish!
Students are invited to wear casual
clothes – the day finishes with a
whole school assembly at 1.00pm –
school finishes at 1.30pm.
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AROUND THE SCHOOL
GRADE 1
The grade ones have been focusing on taking note of the punctuation
when reading, which is a fluency strategy. Students have been practising
to pause at full stops and commas, making their voice louder when
reading a sentence with an exclamation mark and making their voice
sound like their talking, when reading spoken language.
In writing students have planned, written and edited a narrative.
Students have continued to explore multiplication using arrays and
repeated addition. A highlight of this unit was designing a new chocolate
bar size for the Willy Wonka Factory. Students were required to write how
many rows and columns their chocolate bar contained as an equation.
The wrapper designs were also amazing!
Our students thoroughly enjoyed exploring paradise in search of the
different bugs at our school. We are now investigating the importance of
bugs and why we need them at our school. Next week we commence our
first session with an educator from the Port Phillip Eco-Centre. The focus
of this session is bird and insect observations and the links between
insect and bird life (food web). We are fortunate enough to have four
sessions with Sharron the educator.
GRADE 2

The grade 2s have been busy working on the following:
- Bold beginnings to create exciting narratives
- During Inquiry students are working hard to design and create a
piece of technology that will impact our world in a positive way
GRADE 3
Big Question: Why are celebrations and commemorations important to
different groups/cultures?
By the end of this unit we will be able to:
1. Explain what a celebration/commemoration is
2. Explain why different celebrations are important to
different cultures
3. Use reasoning skills to compare celebrations
4. Identify locations of different countries.
In Maths – we have been representing money values in multiple ways
and counting the change required for simple transactions to the
nearest five cents.
We have solved problems involving purchases and the calculation of
change to the nearest five cents with and without digital technologies
and we have created simple financial plans.
Reading and Writing We are learning to turn up the volume on identifying how authors
create characters.
We are learning that authors use specific words to describe characters
for a reason, eg, small eyes, mean person.
We are learning to use evidence from the text to support our thinking.
We are learning to scan and skim our reading for evidence.
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CHESS NEWS!

Over the past few weeks we, the
chess leaders, have been running a
knockout chess competition for two
age group divisions - Prep to Four and
Five to Six. Sign-ups occurred and
there was a great result. For the
Preps to Fours we had the whole slot
full (24 people) and for five to six we
had fourteen. There was some great
competition going on and running it
was great fun. Congratulations to
everybody who signed up. There were
some spectacular people that
showed all of the learner dispositions
as well as the Albert Park Way and
good sportsmanship. We wish we
could name them all but there were
three people who stood out the most:
Great job to Ebony from 5V, Luna
from Prep E who made it to the grand
finals – and to Lucy F also in Prep E,
for making it so far in her first year of
school.
By the chess leaders, Oli and Hugo.
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NOTICES

MUSIC in NOVEMBER




…..and
keep Albert Park Primary grounds
beautiful. Recently, we have noticed
a large amount of rubbish in the
grounds following the weekend. We
would greatly appreciate you taking
your rubbish with you or placing in
the bin provided … help us keep the
school grounds clean and tidy!
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Thanks to the parents, music teachers, students and teachers who
made our Music Count Us In day so successful last Thursday. We
celebrated, with almost 1 million others, the importance and fun in
music making.
Bay Street Festival 29th November, Bay Street Port Melbourne.
Everyone is invited to join the community festival in Bay Street.
Come and listen to our own APPS grade 2 choir performing at
5.45pm outside the Holy Trinity Church, and the APPS senior choir
(grades 3, 4 & 5) who will participate in the choir competition
between 7-8pm in Liardet Street. It will be lots of fun for all ages.

LIBRARY
Still more books have been purchased for our extensive classroom
Libraries. If you could spare some time to help to cover some books we
would be greatly appreciative. By doing this our students will be able to
take delight in reading these new titles a little sooner!
Boxes with contact and books have been placed in the school foyer for
you to take home to cover or just pop in to the Library.

Many thanks, Anita
We are seeking your help and
vigilance in our grounds as we have
recently had some instances of
vandalism in our school yard.
If you witness any anti-social
behaviour in our grounds please
take note and report it to the school
during office hours.
We have CCTV cameras and are able
to search through vision to assist the
police in identifying the culprits.

NOT RETURNING IN 2020?
Planning for 2020 classes is
underway. We need to know if your
child or children will NOT be
returning to Albert Park Primary next
year.
Please let the office know via email:
albert.park.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
or by phone on 9699 9090.

COMPASS – coming to APPS
Soon we will be introducing the Compass School Manager as our Parent
Portal.
Using our parent portal you will be able to:









View and update class and school attendance information
Approve or enter upcoming or past absences for your son/daughter
Receive “news feeds” from the Principal, Assistant Principal, office
staff, teachers
Read the newsletter as it is released fortnightly, and also have the
ability to view previous newsletters from across the current school
year
Access your child’s Student Semester Reports
Update your registered email and mobile number (used for SMS
alerts) details

Accessing Compass
Compass is a web based system that is accessible on any modern web
browser or by using the “Compass School manager” app available for iOS
or Android.
Access Details
Access details will be issued shortly.
Please do not hesitate to contact the school if you require any further
assistance.
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Planning to sell or lease your home in 2019?

PROUD SPONSORS OF ALBERT PARK PRIMARY

As proud sponsors of Albert Park Primary School, Greg
Hocking Holdsworth donates 10% of every sale fee & $500
of the leasing fee, back to the school in support of our
community.

Call Albert Park office 8644 5500

Armstrong Street Medical Centre, Middle Park
Our practice offers a range of health care providers including GPs, a
clinical psychologist, a dietitian and diabetic educator, a podiatrist,
an audiology and pathology collection.
General Practitioners: Dr Jo-Anne Zappia, Dr Alison Richards, Dr
Kelly-Anne Garnier, Dr Jonathan David, Dr Noel Leon
Clinical Psychologist: Dr Kate Cain (adolescents and adults)
Phone bookings can be made by contacting a medical receptionist
on 9699 4333.
Online
bookings
can
be
made
on
www.armstrongstreetmedicalcentre.com.au

our

website

BASKETBALL TRAINING TERM 1 2020
Playball is now taking registrations from current PREP to Year 3
Boys & Girls to commence training in Term 1 at MSAC, Albert
Park. 40-minute weekly Training by Playball Coaches prepares
children for Friday competition from Term 2.
REGISTER FOR TERM 1 2020 Register a training team at
www.playballbasketball.com under ‘Registration’ Tab.
TERM 1 YRS 1-4 FRIDAY 4:00-7:00PM 7 Feb–27 March (7-wks)

PH: 9555 7448
BE OUR GUEST for kids & parents of APPS
Hello Neighbour : )
Our gift to you is a GAP FREE initial visit with us (worth $250).
We check everything; teeth, gums, diet & what lights your family
up!
Here’s what you get:
- Real information that you can’t get from Dr. Google
- Heart to heart chat about your families mouth & teeth
- Top skills from our expert all-female team
- Access to our incredible technology & diagnostics
- As many answers as you have questions
- An unforgettably delightful experience
- Use your health fund for a gap-free visit! No fund, call us!
We do dentistry differently, BOOK IN by calling 9646 1599
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