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Welcome to the Albert Park News!
A showcase of events and news across the whole school community.
We also have Konnective for day to day notifications, the Parent Classroom Reps
emails for class specific and general social and fundraising news and you can follow
your student’s classroom activities via Seesaw! The website calendar is another way
to keep up to date with up-coming events.
If you are not receiving communications from any of these sources please contact the
office for help.

School Vision Statement:
We are a unique village community,
becoming life-long learners with
high expectations.

Important dates:
Monday 17 December – Grade 6
Graduation
Tuesday 18 December – End of Year
Concert (Wednesday 19 backup date)

Friday 21 December – Last Day
of School – 1.30PM FINISH!
Assembly at 1.00pm
Wednesday 30 January – first day of
school for Grades 1 – 6
Thursday 31 January – first day of
school Preps
Tuesday 5 February – 4.30 Open
Classrooms – 5.30 Welcome Picnic
KONNECTIVE: All parents wishing to receive
notification of school events and alerts
should now be signed up to Konnective via
the smartphone App. Remember to answer
yes to push notifications.

Be Kind and Fair

Act Safely

REMINDER – SCHOOL FINISHES AT 1.30 ON THE LAST
DAY OF SCHOOL FOLLOWING A 1.00PM ASSEMBLY

A MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL
Dr Mary Jean Gallagher, an educator of international standing has been working
with our educational system on helping us to become The Education State. She
says ‘We want our students to be able to communicate well, to think critically and
creatively, to gain the ability to understand, relate to and succeed in the world around
them, and we want to include all students in that learning.’
As I reflect on our 2018 school year I know that we have done much to
develop the whole child through not only school lessons on the core enablers of
becoming literate and numerate, but also through our extra - curricular
activities. At APPS we are developing the whole child who will be able to
participate to a high level in social and academic pursuits as children in the
community of Albert Park and then as adults on a global stage. What an exciting
day the community had when we hosted their Royal Highnesses, the Duke and
Duchess of Sussex. The entire community enjoyed the sense of occasion and fun
on that day and some students were able to talk to both Harry and Meaghan in
great depth about our school sustainability program. The Education Department
(DET) wrote to us to say that we represented the Victorian education system
superbly and that we should be proud of the confident way the school leaders
and sustainability advocates presented themselves and the school initiatives.
Another department of DET wrote that the energy of the students was infectious
and it was simply a delightful event. This is a day which will be remembered for
many years to come.

Respect Everyone’s Rights

One Voice at a Time

Keep Trying
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The new four year school strategic plan commenced this year with a target
of all students achieving at least one year of progress against the Victorian
Curriculum for one year of time spent at school. We did not expect to
reach this target in one year but some grade levels have achieved the
target and others will work hard to achieve it in the future. Another focus
this year was on attendance which improved. This is good news because
in order to progress through the mandated curriculum, every student
needs to be in class every day.
We have an excellent staff at APPS with a huge range of differing
passions which is demonstrated each day in their classrooms. We work
hard to develop and increase our teacher capacity through professional
learning which is a high focus in the DET change agenda of continuous
improvement. Professor John Hattie’s work is the research base of our
improvement agenda at APPS. Whilst I consider that our school has
blossomed during my principal-ship, Hattie’s research says that it is the
teachers who have the most impact on improving student outcomes each
year, so I say thank you to all of the staff for their willingness to continue
to improve and for demonstrating professionalism in their work each and
every day. The teachers’ professional learning this year has incorporated
the capability of critical and creative thinking and we have continued to
embed Hattie’s high impact strategies into our teaching. This means that
teachers are
 setting goals for students with clear learning intentions
 structuring lessons which reinforce routines, scaffolding learning
via specific learning steps, optimising time on task and setting a
classroom culture which is calm and has student engagement at
the heart of each day
 using explicit teaching where the teacher clearly shows the
students what to do and how to do it
 using worked examples where the steps required to complete a
task or a problem are demonstrated
 using collaborative learning where students work in small groups
and everyone participates in a learning task. This is supported by
the teacher designing meaningful tasks which involves the
students in negotiating roles, responsibilities and outcomes
 providing multiple exposures with multiple opportunities to
encounter, engage with and elaborate on new knowledge and
skills
 asking questions for a range of purposes to engage students,
stimulate interest and curiosity in learning and to make
connections to the students’ lives
 giving and receiving feedback which informs a student and/or
teacher about the students’ performance relative to learning goals
 using metacognitive strategies to teach students to think about
their own thinking because when they become aware of the
learning process, they gain control over their own learning
 differentiating their teaching to extend the knowledge and skills
of every student in every class, regardless of their starting point.
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Some Small Snapshots of
Elaine’s Time in Teaching!

Graduation – 1970

Grade 1 Cheltenham Primary 1972

Grade 2 Valkstone Primary 1976

Prep Mountain Gate Primary 1991

APPS Staff 2003
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Prep APPS 2001 (first year at APPS)

Celebrating 40 Year in Education

How many Literacy Days??

This year, we focussed on ensuring our students can write well and we
investigated and implemented the best writing strategies which teachers
could use to ensure that our students had better skills in both writing and
reading. We now have an embedded practice of peer to peer feedback
and whilst some of our classrooms have one teacher in one classroom,
we now have more teachers visiting classrooms to observe good teaching
practice. Other teachers attended professional learning after school to
develop a deeper understanding of drilling deeper into the assessment
data to ensure that each teacher can teach each student at their point of
need.
Over the last 18 years I have worked endlessly on ensuring that we have
the required facilities to do the best for our school community. I am
excited that sometime next year our David Hatherell Hall will become a
Performance Centre and Michael Roper will be able to showcase his
program as will all of the teachers. As part of the hall refurbishment we
have been Master Planned for future building development to bring our
facilities into line with our twenty-first century pedagogy. For this to be
brought into the budget stage of the State Government more lobbying will
be required by the school community and school council.
This is my last report as I head towards retirement next year and I thank
the members of the School Council for working alongside me for the last
six years as principal. I thank the staff and school community for working
alongside me as a Leading Teacher, Assistant Principal and finally
Principal. When I arrived at APPS the school was a merged school
struggling to keep the school open and now we’ve filled every nook and
cranny! Through the leadership of David Hatherell, Julie Askew and
myself, we now have a happy and very successful school.
Our grade six students exiting the school are well prepared for the next
stage of their educational journey. If they remember the golden rule of
‘treating others as they would like to be treated’ they will do well on a
personal and academic level. They will grow into kind adults.
I now say goodbye to everyone and wish you all a very happy and safe
Christmas. It has been a delight and privilege to work at APPS. I will miss
you all and hope that playing with my three year old grand-daughter at
least one day a week, will help to fill the hole in my heart made by leaving
this wonderful community.

Elaine

Hosting a Royal Visit in her last year
has been a major highlight!
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STUDENT AWARDS

SAVE THE DATE!
END OF YEAR CONCERT
Tuesday 18 December
(backup date – 19 December)

Please arrive at 5.00pm
for a 6.00pm start
There will be a BBQ organized
by the fundraising committee
of the school council.
If you can help please
volunteer via the following
link:

APW Bands – 30 November

https://www.signupgenius.com/g
o/70A0B4FACA629A6FA7-apps

CAMPS IN 2019
Grade 6 Camp to Canberra
Monday 11 to 15 February
Grade 4 Camp to Camp Rumbug
in South Gippsland
Monday 18 to Wed 20 February

At the end of November the JSC ran a Crazy Hair Day raising money
for MS Society of Australia. Certificates were awarded to one
student from each grade for the ‘craziest’ hairdo. We raised $520!

Grade 5 Camp to Phillip Island
Resort
Monday 25 to Wed 27 March

OPEN CLASSROOMS AND
WELCOME PICNIC
Tuesday 5 February
4.30PM Open Classrooms –
parents are invited to visit their
child’s classroom to see some of the
early work they have been doing.
5.00PM – Grade 5 Camp meeting
5.30PM Welcome Picnic – families
can join with other families in their
child’s year level to get to know each
other.

Year Book competition
winner
congratulations Elizabeth!
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..and here it is .. hot off the
presses!
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IMPORTANT
INFORMATION
START OF SCHOOL 2019
Students in grades 1 to 6 start
school at 9.00am (enter the
classroom from 8.50am) on
Wednesday 30 January. There
will be an assembly at 3.00pm
when the school community will
meet the new school principal,
Katrina Mildner. Prep families
are invited to attend this
assembly.
Prep Students will start school
at 9.00am (enter the classroom
from 8.50am) on Thursday 31
January.
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Class Reps for 2019
At this time of year we are asking for Parent Class Reps for 2019.
Now that the classes for next year have been set, please let me know if
you would like to volunteer to join together with another parent in the
new class to:

 Organising social events
 Passing on messages from teacher & helping coordinate volunteers
 Sending communication from School Council and the Fundraising team
 Sending communication from the Parents Connect Group
 Keeping the cl ass up to date withimportant events
Please contact Jedda in the office on 9699 9090 or email
reidy.jedda.m@edumail.vic.gov.au
Thank you to those of you who have already offered to Represent your
class next year!

PREP ASSESSMENTS
Prep 2019 students do not
attend
school
on
each
Wednesday in February except
for their individual assessment
time on one of these days.
Bookings for assessment times
are made by logging on to
www.schoolinterviews.com.au
Using the code: xsnsz
Please note this is case
sensitive – all lower case.
SWIMMING TRIALS FOR Gr 3-6
Friday 8 February

The staff at Albert Park Primary would like to wish everyone a very happy
and safe holiday and look forward to seeing you all in 2019.
For the grade 6 families who are leaving us this year we wish you all the
very best with your new adventure into secondary school life. Please feel
welcome to come back to visit us any time.

DISTRICT SWIMMING CARNIVAL

Wednesday 27 March
PARENTS AS HELPERS
If parents want to help in the
classroom they must complete
this course – first for the year is
on Wednesday 6 March at
9.05am

A REMINDER THAT SCHOOL FINISHES AT
1.30PM ON THE LAST DAY OF SCHOOL –
FRIDAY 21 DECEMBER.
NO LUNCH ORDERS ON THE LAST DAY
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Planning to sell or lease your home in 2019?
As proud sponsors of Albert Park Primary School, Greg
Hocking Holdsworth donates 10% of every sale fee & $500
of the leasing fee, back to the school in support of our
community.

Call Albert Park office 8644 5500

Armstrong Street Medical Centre
Our friendly and dedicated medical, nursing, psychologists,
podiatrist and reception staff at Armstrong Street Medical Centre are
focused on providing the best quality health care to our clients. The
clinic has been purpose built in order to establish a high quality and
modern family practice. The clinic is an AGPAL accredited general
practice, which is an independent recognition that the clinic is
committed to delivering safe and high quality health care to its
patients. Phone bookings can be made by contacting a medical
receptionist on 9699 4333. Online bookings can be made from our
website:

http://www.armstrongstreetmedicalcentre.com.au

Planet Sport School Holiday Program at MSAC
Planet Sport is the perfect opportunity to keep your school aged
sports fan engaged in healthy activity and feeling inspired to be
their best! We aim to give children the opportunity to try a variety
of sports and swimming in a non-competitive and all-inclusive
environment. We encourage children to try a new skill, step a little
bit outside of the normal comfort zone and socializing under the
supervision of our passionate and experienced Children’s
Programs team.
December Program: Monday 17th – Monday 24th December 2018
(weekends not included)
January Program: Wednesday 2nd – Friday 25th January 2019
(weekends not included)
Time: 7:45am to 5:45pm
Daily Cost: $75.00 per day, per child - additional costs include
lunch and swimming lessons.
Sports & Activities: Netball, Ultimate frisbee, Basketball, AFL, Golf,
Tennis, Futsal, Little Athletics at Lakeside Stadium, our own
‘Amazing Race’, aquatic fun and much more!
Enrolments are OPEN for both Summer School Holiday programs!
Don’t miss out – book your spot in today, places are limited!
How do I enrol? See our new website
https://melbournesportscentres.com.au/kids/school-holidayprograms or log into your My Family Lounge account on the app.
Call our friendly team for further information on 9926 1618.
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Port Melbourne Physiotherapy & Pilates
Looking for ways to keep the kids entertained over the Summer
Holiday?
PMPP is excited to offer a 3 week Clinical Pilates School
Holiday program for kids/teens aged 10-15 years, with a
maximum of 6 per class. Children of 6-9 years can be catered
for in smaller classes too!
Classes will be 40 minutes in duration, will be dynamic & fun,
focusing on balance, coordination and general fitness.
**Private Health Fund rebates may apply dependant on your
policy.
Call our friendly reception team for further information
Ph 9681 7255
info@portmelbournephysio.com.au
www.portmelbournephysio.com.au
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Learn to Sail with Tackers at Albert Park Lake
Tackers is an Australian Sailing program aimed at getting kids aged 7-12 into sailing.
 20hrs with qualified Australian Sailing instructors.
 FUN on & off-water games to teach the basics of sailing.
 Presentation of certificates & sausage sizzle on the last day.
 Tackers 1 receive Zhik Tackers Pack (rashie, drink bottle, bag & hat).
Where Safe and enclosed waters of Albert Park Lake at The Boatshed.
When December holiday programs: 11 – 13 & 17 – 21
January holiday programs: 2 – 4, 7 - 11, 14 - 18, 22 – 24
Sundays term 1(starting 10 Feb): 9:30am – 1pm
Register & more info at: www.theboatshed.net.au
Adam Gristwood
03 9088 7207
info@theboatshed.net.au

Body Fit Training is Australia's newest and most technologically advanced
fitness franchise!
- Access to a huge range of classes, including 9:30am (so no excuses after
drop off)
- Time efficient and results focused
- Highly addictive group training
- Combination of strength and cardio
- Catering for all fitness levels and continually builds to challenge yourself.
Body Fit Training programs deliver lean muscle and reduce fat. Functional
strength and fitness training designed by an elite high performance
strength and conditioning coach is at the core of our classes, so rest
assured you'll be getting cutting edge results-driven programs.
Get in touch with us today and start your fitness journey!
Body Fit Training - Port Melbourne
580 City Road
South Melbourne 0439 004 934 www.bodyfittraining.com/portmelbourne

BASKETBALL TRAINING: Playball is now taking
registrations from current PREP to Year 3 Boys & Girls
to commence training in Term 1 at MSAC Albert Park.
40 minute weekly Training (8 sessions) by Playball
Coaches prepares children for Friday competition in
Terms 2,3,4.
REGISTER FOR TERM 1 : Register a training team at
www.playballbasketball.com under ‘Registration’ Tab.
COST Apx $95 per child. Based on team of 8. (Team fee
$750)

CONTACT PH: 9585 6123
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